MARTIN LUTHER
In 1506, the Church of Rome undertook one of its grandest and most expensive projects - the building of a new St. Peter's Basilica as the centerpiece of the Vatican. The Church was to be so lavish and so huge that, when completed 150 years later, it was the largest Church ever built and it remained so until 1989.
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Such an astronomical project would take an astronomical sum of money, and, as a source of fund-raising, the Church turned to the sale of indulgences.

The practice of granting indulgences … already had a long history. But early on, indulgences were granted when a sinner performed some hazardous duty for the Church - like going on a crusade. (A crusade to the Holy Land got you forgiveness for all sins ever committed.) Later, it became possible to buy indulgences on your deathbed. (Thus, you insured that you would enter heaven immediately, bypassing purgatory.)

With the Church engaged in a major fund-raising effort, the sale on indulgences took on new significance.  Pope Sixtus IV's fund-raising campaign [supported] indulgences which would free your deceased loved ones suffering in purgatory. One creative envoy, a Dominican monk by the name of Johann Tetzel, made up a little ditty: "As soon as the coin in the coffer
 rings, the soul from purgatory springs
."

At the height of the indulgence sale, Martin Luther, an Augustinian friar from Germany, traveled to Rome and was shocked by what he saw. How could the Church sell God's gifts to the highest bidder? And how could the bishops and cardinals behave [so immorally]? 
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Luther returned home and was plunged into a crisis of faith. He resolved his dilemma by coming up with the theory of grace, … that salvation comes by God's grace -- or God's indulgence, so to speak. A gift from God could clearly not be sold by the Church. Full of youthful idealistic zeal (he was only 34 at the time), Luther posted his protest - the now famous "Ninety-Five Theses" - on the door of All Saints Church in Wittenberg, on October 31, 1517. 

The long and short of it was that his protest reached Rome and he was asked, in no uncertain terms, to recant
. He refused, proclaiming his famous defense, "Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise." He was excommunicated four years later. (Luther went into hiding in 1521 in Wartburg Castle where he translated the Bible from Greek to German. His translation appeared in 1522 and had a tremendous political impact on the church and on German culture and language.)

But it was too late to silence him, thanks in part to a remarkable technological advance [that] would change history forever - the Gutenberg press.  When this incredible printing machine was applied to Luther's "Ninety Five Theses" -- which, in effect, represented an indictment
 against the Church – [there was much chaos.] What might have been a local dispute, with the protestant [silenced] by his excommunication, became a public controversy that spread far and wide.  Martin Luther's new religion, called Protestantism, got a lot of backing across northern Europe from the nobles who were more than happy to throw the Church out of their land and seize the Church's wealth. 

The Church had its allies as well, and Europe was thrown into the Thirty Years War (1618-1648). This war, which was primarily between Protestants and Catholics, meant a lot of bloodshed and loss of life and destruction. And it had a big impact on the Jews.

LUTHER AND THE JEWS

Luther had seen how shamefully the Church had treated the Jews, and he had a plan to change that. He was sure that the reason that Jews did not convert to Christianity was that they couldn't stomach
 the corruption of the Church. Now the Jews would see that the Protestants were different and that they would be nice to the Jews. And then, the Jews would all become Christians.

Naturally, the Jews didn't go for Protestantism either. Their allegiance to Judaism and the Torah had nothing to do with the Christians being nasty to them. As soon as the Jews didn't start converting en masse
, Luther, who took this rejection personally, turned into one of the most virulent
 anti-Semites in history. 

A few years later, he wrote in his Concerning The Jews And Their Lies:
"What shall we do with this damned rejected race of Jews since they live among us and we know about their lying and blasphemy and cursing. We cannot tolerate them even if we do not wish to share their lives, curses and blasphemy. Perhaps we can spare a few of them from the fire and flames. Let me give you my honest 
advice..."(4) 

Luther's "honest advice" outlined a plan for dealing with the Jews. It included:

1) burn all synagogues 

2) destroy Jewish holy books 

3) forbid rabbis to teach 

4) destroy Jewish homes 

5) ban Jews from roads and markets 

6) forbid Jews to make loans 

7) seize Jewish property 

8) force Jews to do hard labor 

9) expel Jews from Christian towns

Four hundred years later, Hitler and the Nazis, using Luther's anti-Jewish writings in their anti-Jewish propaganda, would put that plan into action.
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On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions.  Restate the question and use complete sentences.

1.  What project did the Church of Rome begin in 1506?

2.  How did the Church raise money for this project?  Explain.

3.  Who did Luther believe granted indulgences?

4.  What were Luther’s 95 Theses?

5.  Why was Luther excommunicated?

6.  What did he accomplish in Wartburg Castle?

7.  How did the printing press help Luther?

8.  Why did Luther believe Jews hadn’t converted to Christianity?

9.  What was Luther’s attitude towards Jews like?

10.  How is Luther connected to Hitler?
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