
Name: ___________________________________________ 

Date: _________________________ Block: _________ 

 

 

1.  In 1480, Confucian courtiers ransacked the imperial archives.  They sought to destroy every trace of one 

of the Ming dynasty’s greatest achievements.  The ________________________ of the Star Fleet, the 

greatest armada of wood ships every assembled, were consumed by the flames. 

 

2.  The emperor made Zheng He admiral of the _________________________ fleet. 

 

3.  Zheng He made ______________ voyages. 

 

4.  Gavin Menzies argues that in 1421, Zheng He’s fleet had _____________________________ the world. 

 

5.  On what voyage did Zheng He lose his life? __________________________________________ 

 

6.  Menzies considers Zheng He to be China’s __________________________________. 

 

7.  Menzies believes that as early as 1428, there had been a map of the world that predated Portuguese 

voyages of exploration.  His source is a Portuguese historian writing __________ years after the event. 

 

8.  In 1402, the Chinese were centuries ahead of the west in learning and _________________________. 

 

9.  The 3
rd

 Ming emperor wanted to expand trade and diplomatic contacts with the outside world, so Zheng 

He’s mission was to be political.  The aim was to spread and _______________________ the power of the 

Ming dynasty. 

 

10.  In 1403, the emperor ordered that a great fleet be built.  For the next ______ years, it would fly the flag 

around the Indian Ocean. 

 

11.  How long was the rudder that was discovered in 1957 from one of the enormous junks? ____________ 

 

12.  How many ships did Zheng He have built? ____________ 

 

13.  As with the Titanic, bulkheads divided the large ship into water tight compartments.  Outer hulls were 

triple planked for strength...as many as ____ masts carried the sails that propelled the great treasurer junks. 

 

14.  Zheng He recruited key members of his crew from the community of Muslim ________ seafarers. 

 

15.  At the time of Zheng He’s visit, there were reported to be over 10,000 Arabs living and trading in the 

great ___________________ of southern China. 

1421, The Year China Discovered 

America? 



 

16.  How many people and ships were on Zheng He’s final voyage? _______________________________ 

 

17.  How many maps remain from Zheng He’s voyages? _________ 

 

18.  After three weeks at sea, Zheng He’s fleet arrived at Malacca, the gateway to the _________________ 

Ocean and a perfect place to build a supply base for the fleet. 

 

19.  The rise of Malacca is tied to the support of the __________________________________. 

 

20.  At Ceylon, modern day Sri Lanka, the Chinese left an inscribed statue to record their _____________. 

 

21.  The city of Calicut was described as a great country on the _________________________ Ocean. 

 

22.  Over the centuries, the _________________________ trade brought great wealth to Calicut. 

 

23.  The next leg of the journey was to _________________________________________. 

 

24.  During the second half of the ________________________ season, the winds reversed direction. 

 

25.  Using a kamal (an Arab invention), the Chinese sailors could determine their ____________________. 

 

26.  The loss of the Silk Road had cut China off from _______________________________ Asia. 

 

27.  At this time, a horse cost 100 pieces of silver while a male slave cost _____________ pieces. 

 

28.  The Arabs held the key to __________________________________. 

 

29.  The Chinese had long known about the “dark continent.”  The stated aim of the 6
th

 voyage was to 

return ambassadors from African cities who had previously ____________________________ to China. 

 

30.  For African rulers, blue and white Ming porcelain became the ultimate ________________________. 

 

31.  Off the coast of Kenya, there’s an island where it is said that descendants of the Chinese ___________ 

can still be found. 

 

32.  Why was African ivory superior than Asian ivory? _________________________________________ 

 

33.  The animal that the Chinese found so strange was the _________________________________. 

 

34.  The achievements of  Zheng He and the Star Fleet rank as some of the greatest in ________________ 

history. 
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________________________ of the Star Fleet, the greatest armada of wood 
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2.  The emperor made Zheng He admiral of the _____________________ fleet. 
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4.  Gavin Menzies argues that in 1421, Zheng He’s fleet had 
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10.  In 1403, the emperor ordered that a great fleet be built.  For the next ______ 

years, it would fly the flag around the Indian Ocean. 

 

11.  How long was the rudder that was discovered in 1957 from one of the 

enormous junks? ____________ 

 

12.  How many ships did Zheng He have built? ____________ 
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14.  Zheng He recruited key members of his crew from the community of 
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15.  At the time of Zheng He’s visit, there were reported to be over 10,000 

Arabs living and trading in the great ___________________ of southern China. 
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to the _________________ Ocean and a perfect place to build a supply base for 

the fleet. 

 

19.  The rise of Malacca is tied to the support of the ______________________. 

 

20.  At Ceylon, modern day Sri Lanka, the Chinese left an inscribed statue to 

record their _____________. 



 

21.  The city of Calicut was described as a great country on the _____________ 

Ocean. 

 

22.  Over the centuries, the _________________________ trade brought great 

wealth to Calicut. 

 

23.  The next leg of the journey was to 

_________________________________________. 

 

24.  During the second half of the ________________________ season, the 

winds reversed direction. 
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their ____________________. 
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27.  At this time, a horse cost 100 pieces of silver while a male slave cost 

_____________ pieces. 

 

28.  The Arabs held the key to __________________________________. 
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the 6
th
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________________________. 

 



31.  Off the coast of Kenya, there’s an island where it is said that descendants of 

the Chinese ___________ can still be found. 
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34.  The achievements of  Zheng He and the Star Fleet rank as some of the 
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