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FALL OF ROME SUMMARY 

 



Read pages 322-324 “Rome Falls.”  Answer the following questions.  USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 

1.  As Rome grew weaker, it wasn’t able to defend against Germanic groups who attacked its borders, 

including the __________________, ___________________________, _________________________, 

_______________________________, _______________________________, and ___________________. 

 

2.  What were the Germanic tribes seeking in their attacks?  List at least four things.  ___________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Why did the Visigoths want protection from the Eastern Roman emperor?  What was the result of this? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  How did the Germanic tribes manage to cross into Gaul? _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  What did Alaric accomplish?  ____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  How did the word “vandalism” originate? ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  The __________________ Roman Empire disintegrated by 550 AD, while the _____________________ 

Roman Empire lasted for about ________________ years as the ____________________________ Empire. 

 

Use the map on page 323 to answer these questions. 

8.  Who attacked both Britain and northern France?  _____________________________________________ 

9.  What was the only group that invaded the Eastern Roman Empire? _______________________________ 

10.  Which group reached Rome via (by way of) the Strait of Gibraltar? _____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1.  As Rome grew weaker, it wasn’t able to defend against Germanic groups who attacked its borders, 

including the Ostrogoths, Visigoths, Franks, Vandals, Angles, and Saxons.  

 

2.  What were the Germanic tribes seeking in their attacks?  List at least four things.   

Warmer climate, better grazing land, Rome’s wealth/culture, get away from Huns 

 

3.  Why did the Visigoths want protection from the Eastern Roman emperor?  What was the result of this? 

They were afraid of being attacked by the Huns; emperor lets them live just inside the border so long 

as they’re loyal; fights break out btwn Romans/Visigoths, Visigoths rebel and Romans are forced to 

surrender 

 

4.  How did the Germanic tribes manage to cross into Gaul?  

Across the Rhine River after it freezes 

 

5.  What did Alaric accomplish?   

Captured Rome in 410 AD – first time Rome taken in more than 800 yrs 

 

6.  How did the word “vandalism” originate?  

The Vandals went to Rome in 455 AD and in 12 days destroyed/stole items of value = “willful 

destruction of property” 

 

7.  The Western Roman Empire disintegrated by 550 AD, while the Eastern Roman Empire lasted for about 

1000 years as the Byzantine Empire. 

 

Use the map on page 323 to answer these questions. 

8.  Who attacked both Britain and northern France?   

Angles/Saxons 

9.  What was the only group that invaded the Eastern Roman Empire?  

Visigoths 

10.  Which group reached Rome via (by way of) the Strait of Gibraltar?  

Vandals 

 

 

 

 



 

Read pages 322-324 “Rome Falls.”  Answer the following questions.  

USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 

1.  As Rome grew weaker, it wasn’t able to defend against Germanic 

groups who attacked its borders, including the __________________, 

__________________, ____________________, _________________, 

_______________________________, and ___________________. 

 

2.  What were the Germanic tribes seeking in their attacks?  List at least 

four things.  ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Why did the Visigoths want protection from the Eastern Roman 

emperor?  What was the result of this? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  How did the Germanic tribes manage to cross into Gaul? 

__________________________________________________________ 



__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  What did Alaric accomplish?  ______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  How did the word “vandalism” originate? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  The __________________ Roman Empire disintegrated by 550 AD, 

while the _____________________ Roman Empire lasted for about 

________________ years as the _________________________ Empire. 

 

Use the map on page 323 to answer these questions. 

8.  Who attacked both Britain and northern France?  

_____________________________________________ 

9.  What was the only group that invaded the Eastern Roman Empire? 

_______________________________ 

10.  Which group reached Rome via (by way of) the Strait of Gibraltar? 

_____________________________ 

 



 

 

 


