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Medieval Europe: A Summary 

 

1.  _____________________ fell in 476; by 550 the Western Roman Empire had been settled by 

_________________________ tribes. 

 

2. The Eastern Roman Empire became the _____________________________ Empire.  Its capital was 

________________________________.  It lasted for about __________ years until taken over by the 

___________________________ who converted the Church of __________________ into a mosque. 

 

3. __________________________________, or Charles the Great, rules the _____________________ 

kingdom in Western Europe.  He has support of the _______________ (the head of the Catholic 

Church.)  He expands the empire’s boundaries and emphasizes the importance of _______________. 

 

4. ___________________________ raiders from Scandinavia travel throughout Europe and to parts of 

North America. 

 

5. ________________________ of Normandy invades England in 1066 to try to become King there.  

He defeats the English at the __________________________________, which is depicted (shown) in 

an embroidery called the ____________________________________________.   

 

6. The Normans bring with them a form of castle called the ______________________________ for 

defense against the Saxons. 

 

7. A need for security in Western Europe rose after the Roman Empire collapsed.  A new system called 

____________________________ began.  It relied on nobles granting ______________ to 

___________ in return for services and ____________________. 

 

8. The _____________________ was at the top of the social pyramid, then the ___________________ 

(lords and ladies), then __________________________, then ___________________________.  

Peasants who were tied to the land were called ________________________. 



9. Nobles ruled over one or more _______________________, which would include their home, 

farmland, peasant villages and other buildings.  They were _______________________________, or 

produced everything they needed. 

 

10. Knights were expected to follow a code of conduct called _______________________________. 

 

11. ______________________ was a central part of peoples’ lives.  If they failed to follow the rules they 

could be _______________________________, meaning they wouldn’t be able to go to Heaven. 

 

12. In 1215 King John is forced to sign the _________________________________, stating that nobles 

had rights and the king couldn’t do whatever he wanted.  Other legal rights that improved included 

________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

13. A series of wars were fought against the ____________________________, who controlled the Holy 

Land.  These wars were called the _______________________________ and were mostly 

unsuccessful, but they did result in _____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

14. As demand for trade goods and security grew, ___________________________ rose.  People who 

lived there paid _______________________ for the privilege of making their own laws.  Business 

groups called _________________________ were formed, regulating quality and price of goods.  

The economy transitioned from one based on bartering to one based on _______________________. 

 

15. From 1346-1351 the ___________________________________ wiped out a large portion of 

Europe’s population, killing anywhere between ______________________.  Although it was actually 

spread by _____________________________, people of the time did not understand this and thought 

it was caused by ______________________________________.  Today it can be cured with 

_____________________________________. 

 

16. The _______________________________________ War was fought between England and France 

over control of lands in what is now France.  It was eventually won by the ___________________, 

who were inspired by a woman named ________________________________. 

 


